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Abstract This paper makes a tentative attempt to the study of negation from a 
cognitive perspective. Mainly such aspects as the prototype and its category, the 
relation of figure and ground, and the iconicity are dealt with. The paper shows that 
a cognitive approach to the study negation may broaden the understanding of the 
areas studied by the conventional theories, and will further our comprehension of 
how language conceptualize the external world and of the underlying relationship 
between language and cognition. 
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